
1. FOOTPRINTS FROM TAIWAN !

Footprints 
from Taiwan

For prayer:

Praise God for:

- Encouragement and 
growth from TCK workshop

- God’s work in Pei-Fang 
and Fiona’s lives

- Renewed passion for 

learning Taiwanese
- Visit from family in April 

time in Hong Kong 

Please pray for:
- God’s continuing working 

in Pei-Fang, Felicia, Fiona

- Direction for morning tea 
at language school, and 

godly witness by 
Christians.

- Missionary kids, that they 

may know Jesus 
personally, as their Saviour, 

Lord and constant friend, 
whom they can depend 

upon

- More opportunities to 
deepen in relationships 

with Taiwanese people 
through home visits
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Dear Family and Friends,

“Those who cling to worthless 
idols forfeit  the grace that could 
be theirs.”. (Jonah 2:8)

All around me are people who 
continue to cling to idols, and 
miss out  on God’s grace that 
could be theirs, because they do 
not know Him. 

Each day I  am reminded of your 
partnership which enables me to 
be here. I  give thanks for each of 
you, who have made sacrifices to 
support God’s work of mission. 

His grace is sufficient  for us, 
because His power is  made 
perfect in weakness. 

With ChristÕs grace and peace,

!hariss"

Third Culture Kid workshop

Third Culture Kid workshop in 
Manila went  well. It was attended 
by  people involved in cross-
cultural ministry, who themselves 
grew  up in a different  culture from 
their parents (see photo). Children 
are like wet  cement that  is poured 
into the mold of their first culture. 
Before it  sets, they  are poured into 
the mold of a second culture. In 
the end, they don’t fit into either 
culture, but  form a third culture of 
their own. My  childhood was like 
this.

The time to reflect about God's 
work in my  l i fe through my 
childhood was encouraging and 
helped me to see how  He has 

shaped me to prepare and equip 
me for what I am doing now. 
While it was not easy  at  the time, I 
praise God for giving me exposure 
to different  cultures, from an early 
age, and a deep awareness that 
He is the constant  in my life, even 
when others come and go.  

Missionary kids are third culture 
k i d s b e c a u s e t h e i r f a m i l y 
experience a number of moves 
between their home country and 
the country  which their family 
serves in.  Please pray missionary 
kids may know Jesus personally, as 
the i r  Sav iour , Lord and the 
constant  friend who is with them 
wherever they go.

Taiwanese studies

There has been encouragement 
for my  language learning, now 
that I  can engage in simple 
conversations. After a language 
assessment with my language 
advisor, I have been speaking a lot 
more Taiwanese instead of relying 
on Mandarin.  Also God has 
provided Grace, a language 
partner from church, whom I  meet 
regularly to practice Taiwan.

To allow  more time to meet  with 
people to practise Taiwanese and 
revise previous lessons, I  now 
attend class four days a week, for 
a total of 12 hours. There is  also an 
opportunity  to join in the church 
v i s i tat ion team, to observe 
pastoral care in a Taiwanese 
c o n t e x t . P l e a s e p r a y f o r 
oppor tun i t ies to deepen in 
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relat ionships wi th Taiwanese 
people through home visits.

Morning tea time 

Praise God for a committed group 
of people attending the weekly 
tea time at  language school. The 
discussions (see photo) during 
morning tea really serve to not 
only encourage, but also increase 
understanding of the Taiwanese 
people through our teachers’ 
sharing. Praise God that  there are 
teaches who seek to share their 
faith when the opportunity  arises.  
Please pray for the godly witness 
of Christian teachers and students, 
that  they point  people to Christ 
through their actions. 

 

‘God-footprints:’ 
Stories from Taiwan

Thank you for praying for people 
whose lives God is  leaving His 
footprints upon. Here are more 
stories from Taiwan...

Pei-Fang; Pei-Fang and I met on 
the train over Chinese New  Year.  
She expressed that she wanted to 
believe in Jesus, but  experienced 
nightmares when she stopped 
burning incense to her ancestors. 
Her nightmares ceased since she 
returned to burning incense to her 
ancestors. I  was disappointed 
when I  heard that, and she 
explained that it  is hard for her 
since she does not have any 
Christian family, and she is afraid 

that  she may be isolated by her 
family  if she become a Christian. 
This is what quite a few  Taiwanese 
Christians face. 

I  will be visiting Pei-Fang in Tainan 
in May. Please pray for  a good visit 
and an opportunity to introduce 
her  to a Christian friend living in 
Tainan.   

Felicia: Felicia graduates from 
her course in May. She has spoken 
to her pastor, and was told that 
her church does not  send out 
missionaries, and she would need 
to consider another church to 
send her out  as a missionary. 
Please continue to pray for  Felicia 
as she seeks GodÕs direction.
 
Fiona: After a Bible study, Fiona 
shared her burden to see the 
t e a c h e r s a n d s t a f f a t  t h e 
language school know  God. 
Please pray that  God will continue 
to use her  to be a witness in her 
family and school. 

Japanese friends: a number of  
Japanese wives study  Mandarin at 
my language school, while their 
husbands work here. Some of 
them are open to friendship, and I 
have become friends with a few  of 
them (see photo). Please pray that 
I  will get  to know these friends 
better  and be able to share more 
deeply with them.

A new flatmate

An answered prayer is a new 
flatmate Sin Ee who is an OMF 
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LOOKING AHEAD

7-12/5 
Ministry  visit  to Tainan and 
Donggang

16/5
Homeside Min is t ry  Team 
Meeting

17/5 
Mission talk at church

25/5
Taiwan Prayer Group in 
Sydney  7:45pm (contact 
A n t h o n y  C h o o n g a t  
anthony.choong@gmail.com   
for details)
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M i s s i o n a r y w h o m I  m e t i n 
Singapore last  year.  It  has been 
nice to come home to someone. 
Please pray for  Sin Ee as she settles 
into Taichung, and God provision 
of a church and good friends. Pray 
also that  we will be able to serve 
and support each other well.

A special friend 

God surprises us with His plans, and 
life doesn’t always turn out as we 
plan. While I was in Singapore 
waiting to go to Taiwan because 
of visa complications, I  met a guy 
named Tim, at  OMF through a 
mutual friend. I later realized that 
his father worked at the Taiwanese 
Economic Office where I had 
applied for my  visa. He was the 
Taiwanese diplomat  I’d mentioned 
in my  newsletter who assisted me 
in my  reapplication for my  resident 
visa. 

Over the next  few  weeks, Tim and I 
became good friends. With much 
prayer, we started going out just 
before I left Singapore for Taiwan.

Tim’s  family  moved from Taiwan to 
the US when he was 8 years old 
because of his  father’s work. Tim 
loves and fears God. He has had a 
heart for mission for quite some 
time, and is exploring opportunities 
to serve in Taiwan in the long term. 
He speaks Mandarin and a little 
Taiwanese. Tim has been living in 
Singapore since June 2008, and is 
teaching Science at International 
Community  School, a Christian 
school, until this June. 

There are many uncertainties 
about  the future. We would really 
value your prayers as we seek 
God’s will together. and explore 
opportunities to serve together for 
the long term.

 

 Family visit

My parents, sister-in-law  Judy and 
nephew  Jeremy  visited me in 
Taiwan for a week (see photo), It 
was a real blessing to enjoy  some 
of Taiwan’s beauty  together. Thank 
you for your prayers for this  trirp. 
Mum had the energy  to keep up 
with the sight-seeing and visits. 

My family  saw  a glimpse of God’s 
abundant provision for me in 
Taichung, as they  met friends from  
my OMF family, language school 
and church. 

Both of my  parents commented 
that  they  are more at  ease about 
me being here, and they can see 
the deep spiritual needs of Taiwan, 

We spent another few  days in 
Hong Kong visiting extended 
family. Tim was able to join us in 
Hong Kong and meet  my family. 
While it was hard to say  goodbye 
to them, Dad’s parting words were 
“See you on skype!”
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Ministry visit

To gain a glimpse of ministry 
options after language school, I 
will be visiting OMF missionaries to 
observe their ministries. From 7-12 
May, I  wi l l vis it  Tainan and 
Donggang, Pray that  I  will gain a 
deeper  understanding of the 
Taiwanese working class, and 
how God could use me to reach 
them with the gospel. 

Reflections

After being overseas, I  was glad 
to come home to Taichung, I  am 
thankful for the relatively  smooth 
transition it has months have 
been to life here. Yet, over the 
past  few  weeks, I have faced 
frustrations which I  would not 
have had at home in Sydney. 
Being here has highlighted some 
of my  weaknesses, and It  was 
t e m p t i n g t o b l a m e t h e 
environment or situation. Some of 
these frustrations may  be trivial, 
like mosquito bites throughout  the 
night, or having to ask people for 
help, they  bring up deeper 
character issues.  

Praise God for helping me to 
acknowledge these frustrations, 
and see what  He is teaching me 
through them. I  am thankful for 
the supportive community  around 
me. Pray that  I will respond to 
frustrations in a godly  way, grow 
in the area of problem-solving, 
and ask for  help when it  is 
needed , 


